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Oriental cunning, among the new class of voters, Disraeli had
built up an entirely personal following and become a symbol
and a figure-head. Also, Mary Anne reflected, her Dizzy said
such lovely things that no one could help following him. For
instance:

"As I sat opposite the Treasury bench the ministers
reminded me of one of those marine landscapes not very
unusual on the coasts of South America, You behold a range
of extinct volcanoes. Not a flame flickers on a single pallid
crest, But the vsituation is still dangerous* There are
occasional earthquakes, and ever and anon the dark rumbling
of the sea."

Poor Mary Ann, she admired him and loved him so, and she
knew she had to die and leave him.

She suffered from cancer of the stomach, and so it became
almost impossible for her to eat*   Thence arose her great weak-
ness, because without food she found herself quite unable to
maintain her strength,    All her friends were very kind and
sympathetic.   Many of them sent her presents of game to tempt
her appetite.    Sometimes she could eat and at others food
nauseated her.    For the most part she ate almost nothing, so
that Disraeli marvelled how she remained alive and in good spirits.
She remained alive because life meant so much to her.   She
had had eighty years of life, and would have loved to enjoy eight
more decades in this fascinating world, for she looked upon the
world as fascinating.   The tragedy of poor Mary Anne as she
pursued her living death was that still) as she confessed years
before, when first she married her Dizzy, everything interested
her, and she moved among such exciting events, and she would
have to leave them all.

She hated politics in the abstract, but inasmuch as they
affected her beloved, they attracted her, and with the instinct
born of experience she could sense the turn of the tide and feel
convinced that her Dizzy before long would enjojr an oppor-
tunity to exhibit his true greatness, not in a nine months'
premiership during which he led a tottering Government^ but
in absolute power so that, even late in life, he could exploit to
the utmost that breadth of view, knowledge of men, historic
sense, and Oriental wisdom, because, as she knew quite well, all
Dizzy's wisdom derived from the East, He was one with
David and Solomon; he had the ruthlessness and, above all, the
subtlety which the East confers on her sons. Never would one